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shown no reluctance to enter politics; they learn English with amazing rapidity, throng the public schools and colleges, and push with characteristic zeal and persistence into every open door of this liberal land.
From Italy there have come to America well over three million immigrants. For two decades before 1870 they filtered in at the average rate of about one thousand a year; then the current increased to several thousand a year; and after 1880 it rose to a flood.I Over two-thirds of these Italians live in the larger cities; one-fourth of them are crowded into New York tenements.2 Following in order, Philadelphia, Chicago, Boston, New Orleans, Cleveland, St. Louis, Baltimore, Detroit, Portland, and Omaha have their Italian quarters, all characterized by overcrowded boarding houses and tenements, vast hordes of children, here and there an Italian bakery and grocery, on every corner a saloon, and usually a private bank with a
1 The census figures show that approximately half the Italian immigrants return to their native land.   American officers in the Great War were surprised to find so many Italian soldiers who spoke English.   In 1910 there remained in the United States only 1,343.000 Italians who were born in Italy, and the total number of persons of Italian stock in the United States was 2,098,000.
2 According to the Census of 1910 there were 544,000 Italian? in New York City